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world's complex environmental
problems 

safe and compassionate place
for ideas, debate, and

innovation

Collaborative Science & Leadership
Collaborative science is a core value of GLEON’s

mission. As stated by Gesa Weyhenmeyer, the
network fosters “moments of exploration,

curiosity, and camaraderie blended with science
to create a truly unique global community.”

Many “GLEONites” also note that our
organization acts as a catalyst for developing

leadership skills and shaping strong scientists.

“Going to my first GLEON meeting and
meeting the GLEONites was a turning point in
my career. I started a project as a champion

without fully realizing what I was getting
myself into, and it ended up changing my

professional path in the best possible way.“ 
- Veronica Nava



“A very special place in science. Without
pressure and so much room to grow. There
is nothing comparable, where PhD students

are such a center of the spotlight.” 
- Jonas Mauch

“Flash mob in dinosaur costumes dancing toMichael Jackson's Thriller on Halloween atthe GLEON meeting in Lake George, NY! Peopledressed in Halloween costumes related tolimnology. People also brought candy fromtheir home countries!”

GLEONIte meet-up at the aslo
2023 meeting in majorca, spain

community
“GLEON has given me a community of passionate

limnologists to work with that I wouldn't have otherwise
gotten to know. The meetings foster strong professional
and personal relationships and I feel so fortunate to have

found GLEON early in my graduate student experience.
My PhD journey was made so much sweeter by joining
and becoming involved with GLEON!” - Jenna Robinson

“Beyond the science, what really stands out
are the people. GLEON isn’t just a network; it’s
a community. I found collaborators, mentors,

friends, and a whole group of incredibly
supportive humans who make science feel

exciting (and fun!).”



“One of my favorite GLEON memories isn’t
tied to a single place, but to the sense of

shared adventure that followed us around the
world. After more than ten GLEON meetings, I
still vividly remember canoeing across quiet
Canadian lakes (in a canoe for 12 people!),

sitting on the floor while eating in South
Korea, and even standing at the border to

North Korea while being watched by armed
guards—an experience both surreal and

unforgettable.” - Gesa Weyhenmeyer

Cultural immersion

 “There are so many! But I will pick the

party at GLEON2023 in Poland after the

gala dinner, with people from all

generations sharing the dance floor and

then going to the lake to have a swim. We

have had so many moments like this at

GLEON meetings, but the atmosphere was

somehow special that evening.”  

-Rafa Marcé on his favourite GLEON memory

“By introducing me to amazing peoplefrom around the world, GLEON hasgifted friends, diversity, and a hundreddifferent lenses through which I canview the world.” - Paul Hanson



Chase Rakowski saID ”I thought I
hated virtual conferences until I

attended a virtual GLEON!”

While GLOENites have the most fun at in-person
meetings, virtual meetings keep the community

connected between the gatherings. They are unique due
to GatherTown, an interactive virtual space that keeps
the collaborative spirit and has recreated some of the

spontaneous conversations and social interactions that
make in-person meetings so special.

Virtual meetings have become an
important part of the network by making

participation more accessible and
inclusive. Members who are unable to
travel because of financial, personal,

geographic or logistical constraints can
still engage in working groups, committee

meetings, workshops and informal
discussions with fellow GLEONites.  By

connecting across continents and
timezones, they sustain research

collaborations, facilitate the exchange of
ideas and strengthen relationships

formed during in-person gatherings.

Virtual Meetings

With limnoseries the
community learns together

almost all year long



GLEON meetings have been held in beautiful places around the globe, always near a lake.

Evelyn Gaiser shared a story from the 2009 meeting in Hamilton, NewZealand: “Many of us had traveled 30+ hours and arrived in the earlymorning of the day before the meeting was set to begin. We were picked upfrom the airport by GLEONites and, because we couldn't yet check into ourrooms, we were taken to a mountain to a hike to a glow-worm cave. Irecall hiking on no-hours sleep up some steep terrain and then embarkingon a boat into a river through a dark cave full of glow worms. We had somuch fun, everyone was so sleepy and felt to be hallucinating, but it wasjust a wonderful experience. I think that night we sat around at anoutdoor bar and sang all kinds of songs.” 

Anna Schmidt shared another memory from

the GLEON2025 meeting in Indonesia: “A group

of us did a sunrise hike to an overlook over

Lake Toba. The sun rising over the lake and

illuminating the surrounding landscape was

one of the most beautiful sights I have ever

seen!” 

Nature
Outdoor excursions are often part of the meeting agenda for participants to get to know the local area.
Check out these photos submitted from beautiful past GLEON meeting venues around the globe.



as we reflect on the first 20 years of GLEON, we asked
GLEONites for their vision for the next 20 years:

Hopefully, to continue to foster strong relationships at a global scale. While I was a GLEON student,
student funding was possible for those who needed it. I hope that we can continue to find new ways

to help students from underrepresented regions attend in-person GLEON meetings!

Conituned
collaboration and

interesting science

That we keep the network going. I feel it
just has started to play a fundamental

role in global lake research.

Themes of international scientific collaboration are critical, especially in the current political climate
in my country and many others other around the world. Kindness and collaboration and progress

needs to win out - GLEON is emblematic of this approach and must continue to lead into the future. 

GLEON evolves so fast that predicting 20 years ahead
feels a bit risky! But that’s actually its superpower.

GLEON adapts, grows, and keeps up with the
challenges of the (scientific) world. 

Growth, especially to include
more scientists based in

developing nations.

I want to see GLEON continue to thrive - pushing the
advancement of lake science and application, training skilled

scientists, managers, and collaborative leaders, and
addressing the world's complex environmental problems -

and to continue fostering life-long global friendships.

My hope is that GLEON continues to morph to the needs of our global community and continues
to be a safe and compassionate place for ideas and debate and innovation. My vision isn't really
mine -- it's the hope that new generations of scientists will believe that they, too, can help realize

their vision in this amazing international community.

To embrace (or re-embrace) GEDSI
principles and move forward with a

greater emphasis on contributing to the
network rather than being extractive

I think GLEON must stand as
the counter-cultural

organization that puts people
and collaboration first. 

I hope that the coming years can bring even broader
international representation in the GLEON network, with

more students and scientists from the Global South
able to attend in-person meetings through future

funding initiatives.

GLEON is uniquely positioned to justify the use of public funds for science, an increasingly
important need today. More broadly, GLEON can encourage members to look for ways to

translate the results into tangible benefits to society through citizens and local governments.

I hope that GLEON can keep the
spirit of the early days and remains
as stimulating as it was for my own

science and working ethics.
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